
How creativity is seen in Chile 
 

An interview with Mariana Vera, a talented painter 

 

 

E: Hi Mariana, please introduce yourself. 
 
M: Hi, my name is Mariana Vera I'm 18 years old and I'm from Chile. 
 
E: When you started to paint? 

M: I'm currently studying Business and administration in my Country so I don’t have so much 
free time, but I always try to find some for my paintings. Since I was a kid I have been interested in 
everything related to colors and creativity because of my mom. In fact, she is also an artist and her 
artworks are all over our house. She used to sell her paintings, but she is no longer doing it, so 
thanks to all the material she kept, I have been able to express my creativity and just do what i like. 
Actually, I started when I was five yo. Later in high school I had art class and my teacher always 
pushed me to do things better and better. Nowadays, I paint for joy, because it has become a need in 
my life, but unfortunately I have never sold anything. Honestly I think that my studies in business 
could help me soon to take it to next step, because I would love to keep going with art. 

E: Talk us about your style and your artworks. 

M: The things I usually paint are portraits or abstract art. A year ago I made a portrait of my 
boyfriend for his birthday, inspired on Romero Britto’s works. I tried to create something similar to 
his style and it was the first time as I’ve never done something like that before and I really loved the 
experience. 

 

 



 
 

During the social crysis protests in my country, I created another piece very important for me. We 
lived in a very dangerous situation, there was military everywhere and fire on the streets. So I 
decided to paint a woman with a black covered face and an iron mask ready to fight with with red 
and blue fire in the background. 

 

 
 
 

This year I painted another woman on a round piece of wood given me by my grandfather. I wanted 
to make something different, kind of abstract art but at the same time real, so I used my favorite 
color, light blue, and my short hair turning it into a woman close to nature. 

 
 
 



E: Did you paint something during the lockdown? 

 

M: Yes, during quarantine I made a two-piece-abstract artwork withsome old stuff found in my 
house (an old canvas, "Gesso" to cover it and white background). I wanted it to be fully covered, 
but when I put it under the sun to dry, it turned into an crackled base that I loved and didn't 
expected, so I added some color on it. 

 

E: How you feel about this global pandemic and how you think this period will affect 
creativity and art in general? 
 
M: I think that the global pandemic won’t be a problem for artists, or at least not for me, because 
before that we were always in hurry for everything, we had no time to look around us, to see details, 
to appreciate nature. Now we are all stucke in house or in some specific place, we can use our time 
to see those little things that were always there but we didn't see or be closer to ourselves and know 
better our feelings and express them always. 

 

E: So you think that creatives will survive and be more powerful after this situation? 
 
M: Yes, because if you can't go out to buy the material you need to create your artworks, you will 
use some things that were always in front of you, things that can be useful and maybe more creative 
and different. We just have to open our minds and think what we can create with the things we 
have in our houses or our gardens. 

 

E: As you are from Chile and in each country art is seen differently.. In Chile does 
people appreciate it and give a strong importance to creativity? 
 
M: From my point of view in Chile artists and art in general aren't as valued as they should be. It’s 
well known here that "artist doesn't even have money to eat" and you can hear it everywhere. Of 
course there are people that don't listen to it and continue anyway because they love what they do 
and it’s a lifestyle. 
One thing I like is that new generations are appreciating more the way someone express and create 
new things and they are more supportive than the older ones, who think that having a boring but 
economically stable life was better. In Chile most people prefer art from other countries than from 
their own, so the support to Chilean artists exists but unfortunately not enough as it should be. 
 

E: What would you suggest to young artist around the world that have to survive after 
this critical situation? 
M: If I could suggest something to youngest artist from Chile or from anywhere, is to follow their 
dreams and do what they want to do for the rest of their life. Of course, life is not easy and we 
always have to make some efforts. I would love to suggest them to find a way to complement all the 



things that they want in their life and don't just let some things go away because of what people 
think is better to do. Also be persistent, if something doesn't go as planned don't worry it's part of 
the process, just keep trying to reach your goal until it happens. 
And in this situation it's okay to feel lost sometimes, but when we can adapt our art or our lifestyle 
to the context we live in. This is just a proof that our creativity and our desire to keep making art is 
strong enough to survive even after a global pandemic. 
If you ever feel blocked or without creativity just look around you and try to see new things that 
you may have not noticed before and try to make something using it. It doesn't mind if you don't 
come up with an extremely cool idea. Just start from something and try to make it better step by 
step. 

 

 


