
Will the fashion industry survive the global 
pandemic? 

 

An interview with Tristanlai, children's wear designer from Shenzhen 

 

 

E: Hello, please introduce yourself. 

T: My name is TristanLai. I’m 28 years old. I’m a children's wear designer and currently I’m working in Shenzhen, 
China. 

E: When you started as a Fashion Designer and what is your biggest inspiration? 

T: Talking about fashion designer, it always reminds me of a program that I used to watch in high school, the name of 
the show was Project Runway. I believe that a lot of people in love with fashion have seen it. The greatest inspiration of 
a fashion designer should come from daily life. Every situation and detail is part of the inspiration. 

E: I know you live in China. Do you see a different approach to creativity and art there? 

T: China is a big country and each city has its own culture. I currently live in Shenzhen, a city with advanced science 
and technology, which is different from Beijing and Shanghai. Shenzhen has its own urban culture, perhaps Shenzhen 
is mostly focused on science and technology. Here the clothing style, addopted by people, tends to be concise, capable 
and more focused on the process of clothing production. 

E: How you feel about this global pandemic? Do you think that this will have a positive or negative 
impact on Fashion industry? 

T: I think it’s double-sided.. On one hand it is negative, because sales of the fashion industry are not good at all. On the 
other hand it gradually promotes the clothing industry to develop in a healthy lifestyle direction:the anti-bacterial and 
antivirus functions are added to the fabric and the clothing is not only good-looking and easy to wear, but also 
functional. Maybe this pandemic can let the fashion industry develop in another direction, a better one.  

E: What would you suggest to young designers around the world that maybe feel lost and not inspired 
anymore? 

T: It’s not terrible to feel lost and not inspired for a bit. The terrible thing is to lose the heart of persistence. Inspiration 
needs us to discover and pay more attention to everything in our life, we can also take a look on newspapers and 
magazines to have more inspiration. When I have no inspiration, I go shopping and watch exhibitions, in that way I 
always get different ideas. 

 

 

 

 


